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some $45,000 to the allowances derounc |
ed by them. i

In relation to the Weeling routes, the
minority, after showing that contractors
had ben paid for a sccond daily mail a
considerable period when it was not run,
make the following statement, viz :

# The original contract for carrying
the mail on routes Nos 1,201, 1,202,
1,880, 1,300, and 1,400, mentioned at
the head of the preceding article, was
for the annual compensation of §7,000,
A stipulation was inserted in the contract,
that for §8,950, the contractors should

rform cortain services, specified in the
smproved bid of Reeside and Stockton, if
directed. The services were immediate,
directed to commence with the contract,
1st January, 1832,

¢ One of the services thus dirccted
was o tri-weekly mail from Baltimore to
Weeling, 266 miles. The sum allowed
for this tri-weckly mail 18 presumed to
have been in proportion to the sum (306,-
400) afterwards allowed for the four ad-
ditional trips, at which rate it would have
been per annum $4,800
and fur excecding a pro rata
allowance on the original
contract. |
The whole number of miles

run per week under the

original contract, on all

these routs, was 2,400;

ond the number by n dai-

ly mail from Daltimore

to Wheeling, was 1,862,

Then, ag the 2,400 miles

is to the $7,000, so is the

1,802 miles Lo the compen-

sation for running a daily

mail on this route, viz:
$5,410 : and then, as the
soven tripsis tothe $5,410,
g0 is the three trips 1o the
¥ru rate allowance there-
or, Yiz:

Exceeded the pro rata per
annum by

2,310

2,181
Which for four years amounta lo 10,824
 Another extra allownnee was
mnds, to commence with
the contract for four addi-
tional trips per week, (o
the tri-waeekly line, and for
expediting the mail from
Baltimore to Wheeling, so
ns to run through in 48
‘hours instead of 70 hours,
thereby granting 12 hours,
at the annual compensation
ol 22,062
Of this sum, for the four ad-
ditional trips, was allowed
per annum #6,400
The pro rata allow-
ance for the said
four trips, accord-
ing to the nbove
data, would be
Exceeding the pro
rata pet annum by
Which for 4 years
amotnts to $13,230
This sum is applicuble to the
expoditing the muils
44 Which for lour years a-
mounts 1o
it appears, howevor, from
the testimeny of Mr, Wea-
var, that when he becomo
acquainted with this route,
1st Apridy 1833, the muil
was then running through
ait an averago of filty-six
Jours, nnd so continued to
sun through tho summoer
and fully doving the noxt
wintor it averaged abowt
soventy hours, aund [rom
Muy, 1834, it avernged a=
bout sixty-iwo hours,  As-
suming, then, that for the
first two yenra they run
through in fifty-six hours,
ﬁuiuing only four hours,
the eontractors would have
been entitled 1o only ono
third of this allowanee du-
ring *hat period, and for
the remninder of the time
they wore ontitled 1o no
part of it. They are en-
titled only to anesthird part
of $16,502 for each of the
1wo first ycars, amounting

3,101

4,300

16,662

§66,218

Excess for lour years 54,807
Add excess, ns above, for

the tri-weckly line 0,014
Add excess, as above, fur the

four additional trips 18,200
Excess for four ycars $78,040

These gentleman knew nothing of the
yeslorntion of all the retrenchments on
these routes, and the adaition of filty per
gent 1o the whole pny and allowances,
amounting 1o §19,254 a year, and in four
years to $77,016 i

8o strong was the conviotion ol Cong-
yoss, foundedon the reporta of their com-
mittoes, thut these contractors and others
had been puid immense sums more than
yeas jusily due to them, that in the act
4o change the organization of the Post
Office Department,” &c. passed July 2d,
1836, provisions was to recover the
back in the following words, viz:
Bec. 17, Aud be it further enacted.
That in all cascs where any sum or sums

A ‘.gm, bave been paid out of the funds

y Post OfficaDepartmont to any in.
al or jndividanls, under the pre-
that cot sice has been performod
_when in fact such service has not

, or by way of additional

service actually

itional nllowance

excoeds the sum which, by the provisions
of law, might rightfully have been allow-
ad therefory and in all other cases whera
the moneys of the Department have been
paid over to any person in cosequence of
fraudulent representations, or by the mis-
take, collision, or misconduct ol any offi-
cer or Clerk of the Department, it ghall’
be the duty of the Post Mastor General
to causa suit to be brought in the name
of the United States of America, to re-
cover back the sum, or the excess as
the cnse may be, with interest thercon.”

To comprehend the full bearing of the
points now in question, of these proceed-
ings of the majorities and minorities of
the committees, and of Cong ess itself, it
must be earefully borne in mind, that the
commiltees and Congress knew nothing
whatsoover of the al owances, amounting
o $161,00 ond odd dollars, swecping
baek to Japuary 1, 1832, which made up
the Solicitor’s award. All the services
covered by these allownnees,down to 1835,
were fully cxamined by the commitlecs,
and were taken into the nccount when
they, in the manner we havesecn, declar
ed that the contractors had already beon
paid beyond the value of those scrvices to
an enormous amount.  The claims acted
on by the Solicitor nre 1IN ADDITION 1D,
OVER AND AROVEall that was known
to the commitiees or to Congress.  TTow
much stronger most have been their con-
demnation, il they had found that
ALL THE RETRENCHMENTS ON
THESE ROUTES HAD BEEN RE-
STORED, AND TIHAT TO THE
WHOLE PAY AND IMPROVED PAY
ITAD BEELEN ADDED FIFTY PER
CENT, ON THE WHEELING
ROUTES, AND MORE TITAN ONE
HUNDRED ON THE PHILADEL-
PIIIA ROUTES!

The last report of a commil'ce, as we
huve seen, was made on the 13th of Fehy
vary, 1835, On the 1st of May, 1835,
the present Postmoster General took
charge of the I'ost Office Department.—
He found (he following entry on the
Wheeling contruet, and the following
credits given in the account of the contrae-

| tors in this case, viz :

W Murch 31, 1835—=I1 appears there
waa an order dinwn eatly in May, [June, ]
1833, nllowing 60 per cent; on pay from
Baltimore to Weeling, on account of in
creage of weight of mails, impediments in
Nationsl road, &e. It was held under
guzpense [or (urther considerution, and in
Febuary, 1835, confirmed, by direction
1o financial branch to place it to credit of
contractors down to the time of retrenchs
ment—January 1, 1834, Now, order is
given by the Postmaster General to con.
tinue the allowanee of 50 per cent. from
that date.”

The amonnt of thiz allowanea from the
15t of Januvary, 1832, to the 31st of
Match, 1836, inclusive, was 862,575 60
April 29, 1836.—For an ad*

ditional daily line [rom

Washing'on to Baltimorg

and  Philadetphia, dming

wintersof 1833-4 $16 200
For do. do. during winiers

of 1834 and 1836 16,200
Anril 80.~~For this sum for

aonveying mail 1o 30ih

Sept, 1831, ono month
 after stenmbont hnd com-

menced running, and which

ghould hove carried the
mn |

For this sum for muil guards
to the nbove tima

For runiiug two concles in-
stend of vne, and transport=
ing the whale of the grent
mail between Baltimore, &
Washington, it being too
large to bo carried in one
vanch, 1o 3181 Mareh, 18-
82, muking 39 trips, at $20
per hip

For do. do. June 30, 1832, 36
tripa, at $20 per trip

For dn. do. Sepl. 30, 1838,
40 trips, nt $20 per trip

For this sum for mud guarda
during the suspension of
steambont gervice

IPor this sum paid for mail
[bont] boge, by order of
Postmnster General

For running two conches in-

slend of one, fo frangport

the whole of the grent mml

botween Baltimore& Wash-

ington, to 81st of Decem~
ber, 1882, it baing too large

io be earried in one, 41

tipe, nt #20 per tiip

This sum poid [ur firavsirme,
und repoiring them last
$enyon

For running (wo ecoaches in
stead of ooe, and transport-
ing the whole ol the great
mnil between Baltimore &
Waushington, to 31st M'ch,
1833, it being too heavy to
be carried in one, 39 (ripy,
at $20 a trip.

For running through betweon
Baltimore nnd YWashington
city and Wheeling in two
days, during the summer,
from L+t Junvary, 1834, to
Ist April, 1735, at #1687
50 pe: quarler,

Allowanee for extra horses &
postillions from Baltimore
o Wheeling, from 1st Jan.

1834, to 1st April, 1835,

W.l 82,459 per quarter

$32,400 00

1,240 00

458 00

780 00
720 00

D20 00

408 33

170 00

820 00

76 50

780 00

8,437 60

12,265 00

bole amount of new ailow-

nces apd entrios - S122,101 46

Startled at sceing such an enormous ad-
dition recently made to aliowances which
Congross hod just then 5o geverely con*
demned, and denounced to the counliy,
through pumberless copies of the com®
mittees’ report, and alsimed for the cffect
upon the finances of the Department, al-
ready Leset with embnrrassments, the un-
dersigned, without going into their merity,
dgirected them all 1o be suSpeaded fiom
the credit of the contractors. Alflirwards,
at their pressing solicitation, he examined
intatheir merits, nnd eame to the conclu~
sion that the chiel part of them was un«
guthorized by law, in which opinion he
was gubsequently sustained by that of the
Attorney General,

Al 1he pext seseion of Congiess, the
contractors applied to be relieved from
the ¢ffect of that suspension, Jt was not
to be expected that Congress, after con”
demning, as we have seen, the allowances
kaown to them through theircommittees,
would proceed to add 50 or 100 per cent.
tp the same allowances, without the
slightest change in {he circumstances or
in the service., However, without mak-
ing any call an the Depattment for the
facts in the case, they proceeded tw pass,
without any information as (o the nature
of the clnims, the act of July 2, 1836,
vesting the settlement of these new claims
in the Solicitor of the Treasury.

Now whst wis ihe object and intention
of this act? To ascertain thal, we must
look at the state of things on which it was
based, as well us its language. Certain
sums of money hud been suspended from
the eredit of contractors, and to cbtain
the restoration of those credits was the
only object of the contractors’ solicitude,
¢o far as known to the Deparlment or to
Congress, through their letters, memo-
rials, and representations, It has yet to
appear that any onc ever believed or im=
agined that their objeet was to open a
door for additional claims never yet heard
of, and least of all, for services which
they never rendered, nor pretended to
render. Or, if such were their ohject, it
is impossible that 1t conld have been the
purpose of Congress to sanction it. Afs
ter all that hiad been said and published
about the extra allowances made in this

the cantractors to recover back the mo.
ney, it is impossible they could have in=
tended to vest in another executive officer
an unlimited & uncontratlable discretion to
mike new allowances of precisely the same
character, to the same men, upon the
same contracts, and for tlie same services,
T'a supppse the legislative body intended
to confer such a power, would be ta make
them guilty of the absurdity of ordering
men to be harvassed by suits in one act
to recuver back illegal and unjust allows
ances, and at the same time in another
act Jegnlieing o greater ivjustice, by au-
thority an indefinite extension of the same
allowances. It cannot be but surprising,
after whiut harl passed, that Congress in-
terfered at all. It can only he nccounted
for on the supposition that they did it un=
der a beliek that no additional dllowance
would be sanctioned under their act,—
They lind a right to suppose, and proba-
bly did suppose, (hat the Solicitor of the
Treasury would come to Lhe same con-
clusion as had thelr own committees, and
that their acl waould be practically adead
letter, having answered the purpose of
pulling an end to these claims.  Buot it iy
not eredible, after their denunciation of
previous sllownances, and while they were
employed in vestricting the discretion in
which the mischief had originated, that
they intended to vest in another quarter,
without appeal, check, or control, a
power (o pick up and allow old ¢laims
that had been rejected; or new ones that
had never been heard of in the Post Office
Department or in Cangress, Such an iden
would be wholly iucompatibie with the
whole action of Congress on this subject,
ns well as in reference to public accounts
generally.

1'hough worded sa as to be difficult of
comprehension, there is inherent evidence
in the nct for the relief of the contractors,
that it was intended lo embiace only cer-
tain known and definite claims, It an®
thorizes the Solicitor of the Treasury
1o setile and adjust the claims of Wil-
liam B, Stokes and Richard C. Stockton
of Maryland, and FLucius W, Stockion &
Duniel Moore of DPennsylvania, for exua
services performed by them as conlrac=
tors, for carrying the mall uuder and by
virtue of certain contracts therefor, by
them alledged 1o have been made and en.
terad into with them by William °I'. Bar-
ry, late Postmaster General of the U. 8,
and for that purpose to irquire into and
determine ihe equity of the claims of
them or any of them, for on account of
any contract or additional contract with
the said Postmaster General, on which
their pay way have been suspended by
tie pre<ent Postmaster Generil, and to
make them such allowancea thercfor, as
upon a full examination of all the evidence
may seem right, according to the princi
ples of equity.”

The definite expression, *ruE claims,”
aan hase reference only to claims already
known—to the claims which had been
sospended  in the Department—which
constituted the subject of controversy—
and the allowance of which was the object
of the application to Congress, It was
evidently those claims, and none others,
which were in the contemplation of Congs
ress, when they passed the act, It was
not possible that they could mean or
think of claims which Aad never been aet
up, and were wholly unknown especially
as the service under the contracts in

question had been completed. They

must have had relcrence to claims then
in exialence.

The Solicitor allowed ““the claims™ re-
ferred to in the act, and the Postmaster
General has paid them, But the Solicits
or went further, and allowed new claims,
some of which had been rejected by the
former Postmaster General, and others
had pever been known or heard of before
the act pussed, snd those the Postmaster
General refused to pay, ns well because the
Saliciter had transcended his legal author
ity, ax because they were chiefly for ser
wices never rendered, This description
embraces the whole sum of $39,472 47,
which constitutes the subject of this con-
LTOVersy,
never expected to see $122.000 added to

very case, at the moment they werc pro~ |
viding in another law for a suit aguinst |

allnwances which they had declaved to be
s qpithoul reason, prsfiriety, or justice,”
and that they did not intend to conferon
any one the PoweR lo add fo them tens
and hundrede of thousands by the admis®
ston of new and unheard of claima, having
no foundation but inthe imaginings of de-
lusive sell~interest, or the vagaries of the
wildesl constructign. Until the day before
the first portion of the award was sentto
him, the Postmaster General had never
conceived that the act of Congress was
susceplible of such a const uction, and of
most of the specific claims now withheld
le never heard, until he received the an=
nunciation of their allowance!

The only hesitation of the Postmaster
| General was, whether he would pay any
part of the award without a reference of
the whole subject back to Congress, with
an exposition of the facts, so repugnant (o
his conceptions of right and wrong were
its conclusions,
all the investigations of Congress had been
a farce, and (heir reports and illustrations,
some 40,000 copies of which had been
printed and sent among the people at the
public expense, a pretence anda mock=
ery, in which all parties had combined (o
misrepresent and destroy the administra-
tion of the depariment. On the contrary,
he knew, that although there was much
error, there was also much truth in those
reports, and he believed in the sincerity
of most of those who made them. - He did
not doubt, that the additon of 161,000
to the allowances which they had so
strongly condemned, would fill them with
surprise and amazement. Inspired with
those feelings himself, that he did not res
fuse to credit and pay any partof the
award, until Congress should have mn
opportunity to review the whole case, is
tn be ascribed solely to a doubt as to his
{ duty to do so, and his uniform practice, in
cases of doubt, upon malters of private
right, to decide in favor of the citizen.—
But ns fo the additional claims presented
and allowed, he had no doubl. He had
the less reluclance in laking that step, be-
canse Congress was on the spot, and could
easily, by an additional act, direct the
whole amount to be paid, ify in their opin*
ion, it were required by justice or law; a
result not possile in his conception.

Put if it be admitted that the Solicitor
had a right to consider and allow new
claims which were never known to the
Department or to Congrers, there are
othier fatal objections to the legality of
the nllowances now in question,

‘T'he first item of those allowances isan
extension of the 50 per cent, allowance
entored on the Slat day of Mareh, 1835,
from the Tst of April (o the 81st of De=
cember of that year, inclusive, §14.440

T'hia allowance was not for an “extra
service,” or any service at all, Nolhing
was ** performed™ for it.  Ttis not based
on any ** contract or additional contract”’
made with W. T. Barry, or any one else.
It originated thus:

On the 27th of March, 1833, as we
have seen, while contractors were under
pay for running two daily lines of four
horse post-coaches on the Cumberland
road, and were running but one and
about half, R. C. Stackton complained to
the Department that the increase in the
weight of the mails was g0 enormous, (hat
it was impossible o carry them with the
means provided, and offered o put on
sich additional stock as should be compe-
tent to the object, for an addition of 25
per cent. upon thei* improved pay, being
$9,627 per annum, The Department
ordered him to run a second full line of
four horse post-coaches, reserving the
question of additional compensation, ‘On
examination, it waa found that contrace
tors were already under pay for o second
full line, =o that no addition could be
made to thele compensation on that ac~
count, On the 3d of June, 1838, they
applied again to the Department for an
extra allowance on the same grounds,
raising their demand to 50 per cent. or
$10,254 peryear. In December, 1858,
this allowance wae again pressed. Itwas
not, as we have seen, uniil February, or
the S1st day of March, 1833, that It was
consummated,

Now, what feature of a ** contract,” or
@ pdditional contract,”’ was there. and
what performance, that could justify the
allowance of this 50 per cent. sweeping
back to the 1si January, 1852, and com=
ing up to 315t Dacember, 1835, amonnl.
ing to $77,016? Did the contraclors in
June, 1833, or February, 1835, contract
to perform cerlain * extra services” in
the year 1832, for which they were en=
tilled to $19,254 for that year? The
letter of March, 1833, firstasking this
allowance, or rather one~half of i, does
not place the request on service thereto-
fore rendered, but is altogether prospecs
tive, 8o far as service is concerned. It
states what they will da, if the allowance
be authorized,

But, unquestionably, they performed as

It was believed that Congress |

He did not believe that |

much service for this allowance in 1832,
before it was thougll of, as they did in
any one of the four yeara throngh which
it has been extended, and that is—nane
at all. ‘They did, indeed, afier the ap=
plication of March, 1833, ngain raise
their trisweekly line into a daily; but
they were already under pay for that at
the rate of $6,400 per year. Ithasnever
been shown nor pretended, that they put
on any other stock, or1e dered any other
service, in pursuance of that application.
They ran two full daily lines, and no
more, For the original daily line they
| were paid $4,550. For the first improve=
ment in speed, and a (ri-weekly mail,
they were paid $8,050. For the railroad
service, they were paid §2,046. For the
second improvement of speed, they were
paid 6,750, or making the tri-weekly
a daily line, they were paid $6,400. For
44 extra horses and 22 postillions, em=
ployed by them upon both lines over the
mountains, in consequence of the great
speed and weight of the mails, they were
paid 89 812. Tlese specific allowances
covered all the service rendered by them
and more, There was no additional line
of stages, not a stage, nor a horse, nora
postillion, employed by them in the mail
service, which was not thus specifically
and amply paid for. For what ** extra
| service,” therefore, was this allowance
made? None whatsoever. There was
no ** contract,” or ¢ additional contract”
~—there was no ** performunce.” It was
an addition of $77.016 to these sums de~
nourced by the committees of Congress as
paid for services not performed, and di~
rected by law to be recovered back by
enit.  DBut, although this claim did not
arise upon any ** contract,” or ** addition*
ol contract,”” nor was for any ** exira ser-
vices performed,” yet under the liheral
construction given to the act by the Post-
| master General, he was not disposed Lo
question the illegal authority of the Solici.
tor to allow it up to S1st March, 1835,
Wt he did question the legal athority to
the 81st December, 18335, for the reason
already given, and for tlus further reasont

Soon after the present Postmaster Gen-
eral ook charge of the Department, he
| examined into the ments of this allow-

ance, decided (bal it was illegal, and an-
nounced 1o contractors thiat none of it
would be paid. Ho wil! not eny that he
directly couniermanded any service on
this account, because none was being per-
formed ; but he maintains that his nnnun=
ication annulled and abrogated whalever
there was on which this allowance was
based. Il there had been a contract, it
would have been an annulment of that
coutract ; if' there had been service, it
would have been a countermand of that
service. Whalever 1here was !0 justify,
excuse, or give color to the allowance,
was rescinded, and made null, as effectu-
ally as if there had been a [ormal order
of retrenchment. Had not the present
Postmaster General, as the head of the
Poat Office Department, an absolute and
nudoubled right to annol and withdraw
this allowance? Was his decision less
authoritative than that of his predecessor!
Ilis right to annal the allowance, and the
fact that he did so in the most effectual
manner,are inconteslible.  \Whence,then,
the power of the Solicitor to exlend il ;
Did the act authorizing lim to settle these
accounts give him suthorily to overrule
the decisions of the Postmaster Gerernl,
in questiona clearly within his legal au-
thority, and foree on the Depattment ex-
tra allowances for scrvices not performed,
contrary to the known pelicy nnd will of
ita responsible head? The Posimaster
General wasyin 1835, most assiduonsly

luboring lo restore the credil of the De-

partment, and guarding on all hands
against unnecessary expendilures. He
would have felt much concern if he had
not supposed that his decision put an end

to all ground of claim on this score, orif
he had imagined thut this allowance was
still accumulating at the rate of $19,254
a year, nolwithstending his published de-

cigion against ils legality, sustained ns it

wos by the opinion of the Allorney Gen-

eral. No such conception entored into

his mind, nor did he hear any such sug-

gestion from others, The allowance wus

supposed to have been as effectually an-

nulled nnd stopped ns it possibly could be

by any official act which he was capable

of performing.

It is, therefore, confidently miaintained,
thiat the extension of this allowance to 519
December, 1835, was illegal, becnuse it
hud been previously annulled by the Post.
master Greneral, as well as because it was
a new claim, nol included in * the claims,”
referred to the Solicitor for adjustment.

The next item which the Postmaster
General refused to poy, arose from an
extension by the Solicitor of the retrench-
ed allowances from 1st December, 1835,
inclusive, amounting to $12, 421 50.—
This item rests on similar grounds with
the preceding. Before the commence-
ment of their regular contract service,
tho contractors had agreed for a certain
compensation, to run through between
Baltimore and Wheeling in 24 days or
60 hours. They then offered, for the
additional sum of $6,750 per year, to
run through in two days, or 48 hours,
during summer; and their offer was ac-
cepted.  This was a ** contract” or “ad-
ditional contract.” 'T'o enable them to
comply with this ¢ additional contract,”
after the weight of the mails had increas-
ed, they were allowed 89,812 peryear for
extra horses and postillions. By the or-
der of retrenchment on 19th November,
1883, this ¢ additional contract” was
rescinded. Now, when or how was it
renewed? The Solicitor says in Decem-

ber, 1833, or Janunry, 1834, and he
gives his proofs, The firstis a state-
ment of the [lop, Andrew Stewart, the
point of which is as follows, viz:

« That shortlyeafter the order of the
Post Office Department suspending or
discontinuing the increased speed, postil-
| lions and second live, on the line' from
Washington ani Baltimore to Wheeling:
] had an interview with the late Post<
master General, &c.  He then said dis-
tinetly, that it should be done—that the
speed, postillions, and second line on this
route, with the compensation, should be
continued, and that I might so inform the
contractors, which I did accordingly.”

The next 15 n statement of Thomas D.
Carnea!, Esq. the point of which is as
follows, viz:

« 1 reached Washinglon about the 10th
of January, and on the next day afier my
arrival made koown to Major Barry the

tractors on that route had to conterd
with,” &e, *¢ He rejerred to Major Hob-
bie, who was ealled in, and to whom L
was introduced by him,” &ec. © To aid
me in this, I esllted on Colonel . M.
Jolinzon and Mujor Eaton, We mel at

the subject was taken up, fully discussed,
and esulted in the restoration of the orig-
inal order, making the extra requisition,
with the nllowances then paid by tho De*
partment for such extra service piior to
the suspension order.”

The next is a stalement of the Rev. O,
B. Brown, the point of which is as fol
lows, viz:

1 do not recollect the time, but I be-
lieve it was in the beginning of January,
1834, he (Major Barry) told me that he
had determined to restore the whole of
what had been retrenched on this reote.”

T hese statements ell expressly refer to
what was said and dune in the monthe of
December, 1833, and January, 1834.—
To them the Solicitor adds a private let=
ter from ihe late Posimaster General to
R. C. Stocklon, dated Febuary 24, 1834,
which firoves the reverse of :hat which is
deduced from it.  Mujor Barry says :

‘] have received yoursof (he 3tst, It
was intended to direct you to continue
improvements already on the road to
Wheeling, as indishensable. The fum
of the order doos not, perhaps, moot the
case, and it will be important for you te
be present when it iz done ; but this need
not hasten your visit to Washington, to
the neglect of other important engnge-
ments, and canbe Anally adjusted heves
afrer. 1 would say more, but the subject
is a delicate one, that ean better be mans
uged by fiereonal converse, Be assure
ed of my disposition to do whal is just and
liberal.”

This letter, instead of proving that the
tienchments bad already been restored, is,
on ila fate, the most conclusive Jorodf of
the contrary. All the conversation of
Messrs. Swewart, Carneal, Brown, anl
others, had most palpably led only to an
order 1ecorded in the books of the Des
pariment, dated the 28th of  Junuary
1834, wrilten by Major Ilubbie, not di:
recting the restoration of the allowances
but stating, that if the contractars contin-
uec to employ the extra horses and postil-
lions, the Department would pay for them
at some future time, when it should be
beable. These, it had bien vepresened
were “already on the road,” and » ind:‘a:
fprensatle”  No suoner does Mr. Stocl-
ton receive this order, which restored
none of the allowances absolutely, and
only oac of them conditionully, than he
writes to Mujar Barry his letter of ihe
3lst of Junuary. which elicits 1his reply
of the 2d Febuary. 'The matier wag
then placed in sfatu gus. The Pusimas-
ter Gf‘m?rﬂl had every ** disposition todo
what is just and Iiberal,” but tha matter
was {0 be ** finally adjusted Aereafier,—
The contractor wis told it wi'l be im=
portant for you to be present swien i is
done ;" il ean *“*hoiter be arrangod by
personal converse.” The “contract or
* additional coniract’ was yet to b made; *
(he details were o be * edjusted’ ‘by ﬂcr-.-
sonal converse,” * hereafier.” What clonr-
er proof could there be, ihat it had not
then been dune?

Now, when did this adjustmant take
p'ace? Never. There is not a particle
o[‘e\'itlcnce that any thing more was evep
said or done on the subject. The come
mittes of Congress, which made theip jn-
vestigations alier the allsdged restoration
and reported in January and February,
18335, never discovered or heard of il,—:
The only part of the proceedings of the
Department upon the contracts, and als
lowanoes on these routes, which l]wy aps
peared to approve, was these retrencie
ments, which., is now said, were restored
a year before!  And it has been proved
by the evidence of Mujor Hobbie, and
the principal pay clerk, that when Major
Barry understood that his allowance of
the 50 per cent was canstrued (o carry
with it a restoration of the retrenched alv
lowances, he expressly disavowed suth
intention. It was proved that the entry
of the credits for these allowances on the
books, was wilhout hw. authority, contras
iy to his purpose, and altogether erros
neons. He had evinced the liberality
professed in his private letter of Febroa»

ry, 1834, by consummaling the 50 per
cent allowance up to 81st March, 1838,

and giving contractors at once a
$62,000 therefor. s ol

(To se CoxcrLtpep 1§ ou!_uu.)

A provincial cutter isfitttng out at No=
vaScolia to seize Americap fishing vessely
that are in the habit, it is said, of violatis

the provisions of the treaty.

peculiar hardship and difficulties the con- |

ihe room of the Postmaster General, and ¥




